
North Manchester

News-Journal
Wednesday, July 23, 2014
 Page 2

Lovett...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“One of my cous-
ins was listening to
it. I wasn’t so much
into the lyrics as
much as the beat
and the music,”
Lovett said. “My
cousin was kind of
my gateway to this
kind of music. He
was older and
would burn albums
for me. My parents
weren’t comfort-
able with me pur-
chasing those on
my own.”

Writing the
Music

When Lovett first
started writing mu-
sic, he focused
more on R&B styles
like McKnight.

He explains that
he started writing
hip hop lyrics and
music by just play-
ing around with his
cousins as some-
thing fun to do.

The summer after
graduating from
Manchester High
School in 2006, he
heard something
that made him real-
ize this could be
more than just
something fun.

“I heard a beat I
really liked, and I
kind of put my own
lyrics in it,” he said.
“I tried to make the
lyrics a little more
serious, and that’s
when I came up
with my first track,
‘Billionaire’,

“I wasn’t trying to
be serious about it,
but some people
heard it and said it
was really good,
and that I should
pursue that,” he
added.

At first, Lovett
kept his music to
himself for quite a
while.

“At the time, I
didn’t know who I
was and what I
wanted to do. Now
that I’m doing it, it’s
become who I am.
It’s a part of me
now,” he said.

But, at the time,
he was still unsure.
“When you come
out of high school,

you still have a lot of
insecurities, and I
was in the mindset
of not putting every-
thing out there for
the world to see, be-
cause I might be re-
jected,” Lovett ex-
plained. “As I’ve
evolved into an adult,
I’ve come to realize
that if it’s who you
are and what you
love to do, it doesn’t
matter what anybody
else thinks.”

As he evolves as
an artist and a song
writer, Lovett’s big-
gest focus is to be
positive and hope-
fully an inspiration to
anyone who may be
struggling in some
part of life.

“I was bullied
pretty bad growing
up through school. I
was never really
physically abused,
but there were a few
times,” he said.
“Back in the day, it
was just considered
‘boys being boys’. I
grew up in that old
school mentality that
if you didn’t want to
get picked on, you
had to learn how to
fight back.

“My music comes
from that place
where I know there
are kids, or even
adults, who are go-
ing through that. My
music is geared to
find that place where
you are good with
yourself first, and
then you can learn to
take a stand for your-
self and other
people,” he contin-
ued. “That’s what
drives me when I’m
writing. There are so
many things in the
mainstream industry
like sex, drugs and
partying. I want to
focus on things that
are going to help
people.”

Marshall Love
If you do a search

for Lovett’s music,
another name may
appear, “Marshall
Love”, a moniker he
has adopted.

“Marshall Love
came from a long

conversation with a
good friend about
comic books that we
should write,” he ex-
plained. “The con-
cept was something
similar to ‘Kung Fu’,
the difference being
that the main char-
acter, Marshall Love,
would walk through
the universe spread-
ing the message of
love and peace to the
galaxies.

“When this friend
passed away, I de-
cided to take
Marshall Love as my
stage name, in his
honor,” he added.

Performing Live
Lovett has per-

formed in front of
many audiences
growing up in school
music programs, but
it was his first time
on stage by himself,
as Marshall Love, in
2012, that really
opened his eyes.

“The first time I
performed my music
was at the 2012
WBKE Battle of the
Bands at Manches-
ter University. There
were roughly 50
people there, but to
me, it felt like 5,000,
and I felt like I was
two inches tall,” he
said. “But the crowd
was into it. When you
can see faces in the
crowd, you can’t
judge what they are
thinking, and are
constantly second
guessing yourself.
But, that’s how you
learn to be confident
and be who you are.
People are either
going to like you or
they aren’t, because
you aren’t going to
be for everybody.”

Lovett has gained
more experience
performing live over
the last two years,
and will be perform-
ing on August 8 at
The Firehouse dur-
ing FunFest as part
of Pastor J.P.
Freeman’s youth
music event, where
he will be the head-
liner.

He is also lined up
for Pastor Freeman’s
Labor of Love event
in Warvel Park on
August 30.

What’s Next?
Lovett has been

working to com-
plete his upcoming
EP called “Industry
of Truth”, which is
a compilation of all
the songs he has
been performing
live.

“They are songs
about how I feel
about the state of
how things are, not
just in our country,
but in the world,”
he said. “I am just
trying to put a posi-
tive spin on how I
see it. I’m not say-
ing I have all the
answers on how to
fix anything, but it’s
just suggestions. I
look at the EP as a
list of suggestions
of how the perspec-
tive on some things
could be flipped.”

Lovett, a life-long
North Manchester
resident, has been
married to his wife
Heidi for four
years, and they are
expecting their first
child on September
25. He attended
Manchester Uni-
versity for three
years, studying
music theory and
composition and
vocal performance.
He plans to get
back to studying
music, but focusing
more on studio en-
gineering.

He is currently a
custodian at
Manchester Uni-
versity, where he
says he can be
found working late
at night and early
mornings, and can
be heard working
on his raps.

All the while,
Lovett keeps things
in perspective, in
music and in life.

“I like to live life
one day at a time,
have fun, and try
not to dwell too
much on anything,
but life happens to
us all,” he said. “I
want my music to
help somebody like
it helped me. It re-
ally was my outlet,
and it helped me
find myself.”

Some of Marshall
Love’s music can
be found at
marshalllove.band
camp.com.

By Shaun Tilghman
News Editor

Manchester Com-
munity Schools
(MCS) administra-
tors presented their
proposed additions
and/or amendments
to the Student Hand-
book for their respec-
tive buildings during
the school board
meeting earlier this
month. The board
approved those
changes, as well as
changes to the Tech-
nology Handbook,
for the 2014-15
school year.

Manchester El-
ementary School
(MES) Principal
Wes Mullett was the
first building-level
administrator to
present, and his first
proposed addition
actually involved all
three schools.

“I’m going to read
one proposal regard-
ing the health suite
for all three build-
ings, so MIS
(Manchester Inter-
mediate School) and
the high school
(Manchester Jr.-Sr.
High School) will
mirror it,” said
Mullett. “If a child
becomes sick during
the day, we wanted
some verbiage in our
handbook about call-
ing the parents and
recommending that
the child be sent
home, as well as just
getting some lan-
guage in there about
the child being symp-
tom-free for 24 hours
before returning to
school, which is per
the nurse or
principal’s discre-
tion.”

Under the Injury
and Illness section of
the handbooks, the
following is now
present: If a child
becomes ill during
the day, a teacher
may excuse him or
her to the health
suite. If a child is sick
enough to be sent
home, a parent/

Manchester Schools
Implementing Changes to
Handbooks for 2014-15

guardian will be
called. It is recom-
mended that a child
be fever-free and/or
symptom-free (re-
garding the symp-
toms listed) for 24
hours before return-
ing to school.

After listing the
symptoms under the
discretion of the
nurse and/or princi-
pal, the handbooks
go on to state: Re-
member, hand wash-
ing is the single most
effective way to pre-
vent a wide variety of
diseases. Many ill-
nesses can be
stopped or slowed if
we remind ourselves
to practice frequent
hand washing, blow-
ing noses into tis-
sues, and covering
mouths when cough-
ing or sneezing.
Sometimes staying
home is the only way
to benefit our kids,
ourselves, and our
community.

“If a child leaves at
noon because they
threw up, and then
they come back the
next day, it gives
some flexibility to the
nurse or principal to
make a decision on
whether the child
should be in school
that following morn-
ing,” Mullett added.
“So, there’s no longer
just a blanket state-
ment saying the stu-
dent has to be out of
school for 24 hours.
We also added the
aspect of proper
hand washing as the
best way to prevent
many of those ill-
nesses.”

In addition, a
change was also
made to the MES
Student Handbook
regarding the Pro-
motion, Placement,
and Retention sec-
tion. The new addi-
tion states: When a
concern exists, the
building principal
shall make the final
decision.

“Sometimes when
it comes to promo-

tion or retention of a
child there are con-
cerns,” Mullett ex-
plained, “and this just
gives the principal in
the building the flex-
ibility to make a final
decision on the
child’s placement.
We always want to
make sure that we
give proper discus-
sion, data analysis,
and maturity analy-
sis to students when
it comes to going on
to the next grade
level or not.”

Both Mullett and
MIS Principal Randy
Self introduced an
addition to the
Scheduling and As-
signment section of
their building’s hand-
book. According to
Self, the two hand-
books will now con-
tain the procedure
for parents/guard-
ians to provide input
for classroom place-
ment by filling out a
“Classroom Informa-
tion Packet”, which
is available in the of-
fice from spring
break until the last
student day.

As far as the MIS
Student Handbook is
concerned, Self said
that the majority of
the changes were
just a means of clean-
ing up where things
were located so that
there wasn’t duplica-
tion. “[MCS] put in a
Technology Hand-
book when we went
to 1:1, so rather than
trying to duplicate
that or having bits
and pieces in the MIS
Handbook, we’re just
making reference to
that handbook for
our technology
guidelines,” he
added.

“The substance
abuse policy that
used to be in School
Board Policy is no
longer there, so we
are now just remov-
ing that,” Self contin-
ued. “We still have
the statement in our
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