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Rescue personnel investigate the scene where Michael Farmer Jr., 26, of North Manchester, was involved

in a single-car accident on Sunday that resulted in his vehicle being flipped on its side at the intersection

of SR 114 and SR 13. According to reports, at approximately 11:58 a.m., Farmer lost control of his vehicle

while attempting to turn the corner from SR 114 onto SR 13. He then overcorrected, which caused the vehicle

to flip on its side. In addition to the North Manchester Police Department, assisting at the scene was LifeMed

Ambulance Services and the North Manchester Fire Department. (Photo by Steve Olsen)
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While hip hop and rap mu-
sic can sometimes get a
bad....rap, one local musician
is focusing on positive mes-
sages in his music, and is turn-
ing some heads in the pro-
cess.

Charles Lovett has had an
interest in music from a young
age, but it wasn’t until watch-
ing the 1980s movie “La
Bamba”, purchasing his first
CD in the 1990s, Brian
McNight’s “Back at One” al-
bum, and hearing Dr. Dre’s
1992 album “The Chronic”,
that his life would change.

“I remember wanting to be a
song writer after watching ‘La
Bamba’,” he explained. “I took
some of the songs from that
movie, used the same melo-
dies, and made my own lyrics
to go along with it. I would also
re-write songs that I heard on
the radio.”

The first CD he ever bought
was “Back at One”, which is
what Lovett called the jump-
ing off point where he decided
he wanted to be a performer
and a song writer.

Lovett Spreading Message of

Positivity, Hope with Rap Music

“I was probably 10 or 11
years old when I bought that
CD. I mowed lawns and saved
my money. I had no idea who
(McKnight) was, but it looked
cool,” he explained. “That al-
bum introduced me to the

world of R&B, which in turn,
introduced me to the world of
hip hop and rap.”

Which then led to “The
Chronic” by Dr. Dre.

Charles Lovett presented his music at a show at The Firehouse last week.

(Photo by Eric Christiansen)
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At approximately 5:48 a.m.
on Tuesday, July 15th, North
Manchester resident Ben-
jamin Barefoot was hit by a
semi while riding his bicycle
to work.

According to reports from
the Wabash County Sheriff’s
Department, Barefoot was
heading west on SR 114 just
past CR 100W at the time of
the accident. The driver of the
semi, 27-year-old Andrew
Shanks, of Custar, Ohio, was
also westbound on SR 114 and
stated that he didn’t see Bare-
foot until he struck him.

Barefoot, 32, was thrown
into the ditch after being
struck by the semi. Lutheran
Air flew him from the scene
due to a compound fracture in
his left leg and other injuries.

Soon after news of the acci-
dent reached Barefoot’s fam-
ily and friends, several of them
started a Facebook page dedi-
cated to “The Barefoot

Project.” According to posts
on the page, The Barefoot
Project is a benefit program
to raise funds for Ben, who is
unable to work.

Barefoot’s friends manage
the page, and an account has
been set up through
Fundrazr.com in hopes of
raising $5,000 by Aug. 16th.
The following is taken from
an explanation posted on the
fundraising site the day after
the accident:

“Ben Barefoot is the type of
guy who would literally take
off his shirt and give it to you
if he knew you needed it. Yes-
terday, July 15th, Ben was hit
by a semi truck while riding
his bicycle to work. He shat-
tered his leg and ended up
with a concussion, so he will
now have to undergo several
surgeries and will be unable
to work.”

The post also provided
some insight into what Bare-
foot is like, as it included his

Local Man Remains
Hospitalized after Bicycle
Accident Involving Semi

Family, Friends Raising Money with
“The Barefoot Project”
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During a Special Meeting
on Tuesday evening, the
Manchester Community
Schools (MCS) Board of Trust-
ees announced that Brady
Burgess has been selected to
fill the vacancy created by the
departure of Dr. Glenn
Sharfman.

Burgess, who is a lifelong
resident of North Manchester
and a 2000 graduate of
Manchester High School, was
one of two candidates inter-
viewing for the open seat. As
the appointee, Burgess will be
officially sworn in during the
Aug. 5th board meeting and
will then serve the remaining
three and a half years of the
four-year term.

MCS Board Selects Burgess

Burgess took over owner-
ship of B.I.T. Computers, Inc.
in August of 2011 and also
serves as president of the
North Manchester Parks &
Recreation Board. He and his
wife Ada have been married
for eight years and they have a
13-month-old daughter named
Delaney.

Brady Burgess


